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Consider This… 

April 9, 2006 – January 15, 2007

LOS ANGELES – The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) presents Consider This…, on view from April 9, 2006 through January 14, 2007.  The exhibition, organized by LACMALab, the museum’s experimental arm, and designed by iconic artist Barbara Kruger, features installations that address distinctive aspects of the cultural and social landscape.  Visitors are invited to “consider” their own perceptions of topical issues like global consumerism, political awareness, and shifting neighborhood identities. Through these and other themes, the participatory exhibition offers museum-goers an opportunity to view specimens from the Natural History Museum in a hideout, watch video juxtaposing Cairo to South Central Los Angeles and contemplate LACMA’s own 3,000 year old ceramic depicting the pelote game along side a foosball table.  LACMALab Director Robert Sain, Program Coordinator Kelly Carney Sicat, Curator Lynn Zelevansky and Director of Education Toby Tannenbaum commissioned a number of noted artists for the exhibition, including Mark Bradford, Dorit Cypis, Margaret Honda, Philip Rantzer, Mario Ybarra, Jr. and Bruce Yonemoto. 
Especially unique to this installation is the role of Barbara Kruger, who, for the very first time, is designing an exhibition of other artists’ work.  Her commission involves both the physical space of the galleries and the graphic identity of Consider This… from the powerful “Word Windows” announcing the exhibition along Wilshire Boulevard to the advertising material for the exhibition.  Kruger, last year’s recipient of the Venice Biennale’s Golden Lion Lifetime Achievement Award, noted early on in the process, “Exhibition design is pivotal to the viewer’s experience but little examined.”

The artists featured in Consider This…, were selected for their ability to respond to the topic of the exhibition and as always, the group represents a broad swath of ages and works in a wide array of mediums.  This foray into participatory installations was conceived to encourage thoughtful engagement and critical thinking for visitors of all kinds in a safe, creative, and open-ended environment.

Artists and Installations
Mark Bradford: Los Angeles

Market> Place: Global consumerism, art and artifice are connected in Bradford’s installation that merges the cultures of modern day Cairo and Los Angeles in a scent and sound filled environment reminiscent of a busy marketplace.  

Dorit Cypis: Los Angeles

Sightlines:  Visitors encounter their own reflections in mirrors juxtaposed with photographs of clay busts of two young women, and a video of the desert, in Cypis’ installation. Her inspiration for these images is a 2001 New York Times article about the unsolved murders of young women in the desert near Juarez, Mexico as well as a 2002 Newsweek cover story about the first female Palestinian suicide bomber and her victim.

Margaret Honda: Los Angeles

Hide Out: Honda creates a large clubhouse for twenty taxidermed animals from The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. Visitors are able to peer in and see the animals, as the animals gaze out.  Using quilted blankets, visitors are encouraged to create their own clubhouses.  

Philip Rantzer: Tel-Aviv

Five Continents: Rantzer’s five sculptures each represent a continent – and a riddle. Visitors are asked to supply solutions to the riddles and opinions relating to the objects.  Responses will be placed on the surrounding walls of the installation permitting others to read the various interpretations.  

Mario Ybarra: Los Angeles
The Belmont Ruins: By examining the Belmont Tunnel, a downtown redevelopment site, three different aspects of history are revealed: the origin of the site as a stop on Los Angeles’ early 20th century Red Car rail line, the modern day culture of graffiti art, and the 3,000 year old Olmec tradition of the Pelote game, the two latter activities found at the site today. Visitors are invited to paint on the installation’s exterior Plexiglas wall. 

Bruce Yonemoto: Los Angeles

Birthday Party / The World Asunder:  At the entrance to the exhibition, the visitor is confronted with a huge projection video of local youth in celebration and at social gatherings. The second component, in an adjacent, darkened space, will be a montage of historical news footage, including the burning of draft cards, flags, and crosses.  Yonemoto plays the film backwards, so that the draft cards, flags and crosses become phoenixes rising from the ashes.

Credit

This exhibition was produced by LACMALab, a research and development unit of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  

 

Philip Rantzer's participation in this exhibition was made possible in part by a grant from The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles' Tel Aviv/Los Angeles Partnership.

About LACMA

Established as an independent institution in 1965, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art has assembled a permanent collection that includes approximately 100,000 works of art spanning the history of art from ancient times to the present, making it the premier encyclopedic visual arts museum in the western United States. Located in the heart of one of the most culturally diverse cities in the world, the museum uses its collection and resources to provide a variety of educational and cultural experiences for the people who live in, work in, and visit Los Angeles. LACMA offers an outstanding schedule of special exhibitions, as well as lectures, classes, family activities, film programs, and world-class musical events.  The museum offers free admission after 5 pm every day the museum is open and all day on the second Tuesday of each month. LACMA's “Free after Five” program is sponsored by Target.

 
General Information: For general information, call (323) 857-6000. For press information, images, or to schedule an interview, call (323) 857-6522. Consider This… is located in LACMA West, on the corner of Wilshire and Fairfax. Entry is on Wilshire.

 

Museum Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday noon–8 pm; Friday noon–9 pm; Saturday and Sunday 11 am–8 pm; closed Wednesday. Call (323) 857-6000, or visit our web site at www.lacma.org for more information.
 
General LACMA Admission: Adults $9; students 18+ with ID and senior citizens 62+ $5; children 17 and under are admitted free. Admission (except to specially ticketed exhibitions) is free the second Tuesday of every month, and evenings after 5 pm.
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